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A Conversation with Author Dave Eggers About Criminal Justice Reform

Dave Eggers and Perkins Coie's Firmwide White Collar & Investigations Chair (and former Chicago federal
prosecutor) Markus Funk have a candid and probing conversation about today's calls for fundamental criminal
justice reform. Dave and Markus cover a wide range of topics, including why we need to fundamentally rethink
the state's treatment of suspects, defendants, and inmates; whether non-violent offenders like actress Lori
Loughlin and Ponzi schemer Bernie Madoff ought to receive prison sentences; what it means to "defund" the
police; the tragic George Floyd, Rayshard Brooks, Ariel Roman, and Ahmaud Arbery cases; how to improve law
enforcement recruitment and training; whether it is time to reconsider arresting DUI, shoplifting, and other
suspects in the absence of a threat to the public; the epidemic of criminalization and mass incarceration; the
importance of empathy in law enforcement; qualified immunity; procedural justice and the need to ensure
systemic legitimacy and creditworthiness; and the pros and cons of including imprisonment as part of an
incremental punishment regime.
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