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Bay Area Counties Relax Restriction on Construction and Other Low-
Risk Activities

The six Bay Area counties that led the way in requiring their citizens to shelter in place on March 16 and again
on March 31—Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo, and Santa Clara—issued new orders
on April 29 extending many of the shelter-in-place requirements to May 31. The new orders also ease
restrictions on certain activities determined to be low risk, including construction and outdoor businesses. This
update describes how the orders enable construction and outdoor businesses to resume operations, subject to
safety protocols.

 

Bay Area Counties Permit Construction, Subject to Construction Safety Protocols

 

Effective May 4, the six Bay Area counties will permit all construction activities to resume by adopting the
construction worker exemption set forth in Governor Gavin Newsom's March 19 safer-at-home order, as
implemented by the state public health officer. The state public health officer's April 28 memorandum explains
that "Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers" who are exempt from the state's stay-at-home requirements
include:

"Construction Workers who support the construction, operation, inspection, and maintenance of construction
sites and construction projects (including housing, commercial, and mixed-use construction); and workers who
support the supply chain of building materials from production through application/installation, including
cabinetry, fixtures, doors, cement, hardware, plumbing, electrical, heating/cooling, refrigeration, appliances,
paint/coatings [are exempt from the state order]..."

Accordingly, given the broad category of construction workers exempt from the shelter-in-place orders,
essentially all construction work may resume in the Bay Area counties on May 4, subject to a detailed set of
Construction Safety Protocols set forth in Appendix B to the orders.

The Construction Safety Protocols include one set of protocols for small construction projects (residential
projects with 10 or fewer units and commercial projects with less than 20,000 square feet of floor area) and
another set for larger construction projects. Both sets are designed to promote physical distancing and create
procedures for precautionary measures in response to the pandemic.

 

Service Providers and Businesses That Support or Supply Construction Are Permitted

 

https://perkinscoie.com/insights-search?f[0]=insights_type:6


All service providers that enable real estate transactions (and not just residential real estate transactions),
including, but not limited to, real estate agents, escrow agents, notaries, and title companies are exempt under the
new orders.

All businesses that supply or support other "Essential Businesses" (including construction) with the supplies or
support necessary to operate also are exempt.

 

Outdoor Businesses Are Permitted

 

Outdoor Businesses also are permitted to resume operations, subject to the social distancing protocols described
in Appendix A to the orders. Outdoor Businesses are those that operate primarily outdoors and can maintain
social distancing of at least six feet between all persons. Specific examples described in the orders include the
following:

Businesses primarily operated outdoors, such as wholesale and retail plant nurseries, agricultural
operations, and garden centers
Service providers that primarily provide outdoor services, such as landscaping and gardening services, and
environmental site remediation services

In addition to these specified activities, a broad array of development-related outdoor business activities should
be permitted to resume on May 4, including outdoor services provided by arborists, botanists, biologists,
hydrologists, land surveyors, site inspectors, soils and geotechnical engineers, and the like, provided the social
distancing requirements can be maintained.

 

Bay Area County Orders

 

View all of the orders discussed in this update at the following links:

Alameda County

Contra Costa County

Marin County

San Francisco County

San Mateo County

Santa Clara County
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https://813dcad3-2b07-4f3f-a25e-23c48c566922.filesusr.com/ugd/84606e_77d38bfadf3941b7aae2cc82e4871c69.pdf
https://coronavirus.marinhhs.org/marin-public-health-order-april-29-2020
https://sf.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/2020.04.29%20FINAL%20%28signed%29%20Health%20Officer%20Order%20C19-07c-%20Shelter%20in%20Place.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/covid19/Pages/order-health-officer-050420.aspx


Authors

Cecily T. Barclay

Partner
CBarclay@perkinscoie.com      415.344.7117    

Marie A. Cooper

Senior Counsel
MCooper@perkinscoie.com      415.344.7012    

Explore more in

Construction      Real Estate & Land Use   

Related insights

Update

Wrapping Paper Series: Issues and Trends Facing the Retail Industry During the Holiday
Season

Update

Preparing for the 2025 Public Company Reporting Season

https://perkinscoie.com/professionals/cecily-t-barclay
mailto:CBarclay@perkinscoie.com
tel:415.344.7117
https://perkinscoie.com/professionals/marie-cooper
mailto:MCooper@perkinscoie.com
tel:415.344.7012
https://perkinscoie.com/services/construction
https://perkinscoie.com/services/real-estate-land-use
https://perkinscoie.com/insights/update/wrapping-paper-series-issues-and-trends-facing-retail-industry-during-holiday
https://perkinscoie.com/insights/update/wrapping-paper-series-issues-and-trends-facing-retail-industry-during-holiday
https://perkinscoie.com/insights/update/preparing-2025-public-company-reporting-season

